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REPORT OF THE VISIT TO EASTLEIGH HIGH SCHOOL NAIROBI 
 

18th September to 30th September 2019 
 

On behalf of ESS Alumni, I went to Eastleigh High School, Nairobi from 18th September to 30th 
September 2019 at my own expense. I had a very busy, exciting and rewarding experience which I 
outline below.  
 
The IT Room, network and Internet access: The school has a large computer room on the first 
floor in the ‘newer’ block above the current staff room. The current provision is 30 computers. Pupils 
studying IT as an examination subject in Form 3 and 4 have ready access to the computers as a 
part of their school IT curriculum programme. However, the numbers taking IT as an Option subject 
are low as most others choose subjects like Business Studies instead. This is a worrying trend 
which needs to be addressed.  
 
Maintenance: The school is once again in poor state of repair, particularly inside some classrooms, 
corridors and toilets. Rain is seeping through the newer ceiling boards having a huge number of 
holes. The school, however, is using its Repairs and Maintenance budget well to replace ceiling tiles 
in the corridor areas. They now need to be painted. In addition, the Principal Mr Manundu has 
signed a 12 month contract with Crown Paints to repaint sections of the school in return for their 
advert on the school perimeter wall. This has enabled the school to have the admin block repainted 
recently. If the contract is renewed in the same way every year, the rest of the school will be 
repainted over 4 to 5 years. In addition, the school has covered the inner quadrangle and the 
entrance area around the flag post with gravel to stop dirt and mud in the rainy season. In addition, 
a ‘Career Compass Wheel’ painted on the admin block wall clearly identifies subjects for entry into a 
variety of jobs. This will help students focus more clearly on their future aspirations. The entrance 
road into the main school gate has now got useful and inspiring exhortations all along the pathway 
for students to remember and follow e.g. ‘Change is the end result of all true learning’ etc. Included 
at the entrance gates are student attendance scanners which take a digital impression of each 
student on entry and exit. The system then generates SMS messages to the parents to indicate 
arrival and departure times of their sons. Finally, as a part of a new government initiative for all 
school vehicles, the school van and the school bus have been repainted in yellow!  
 
Security: The school has installed security cameras at various strategic points around the school. 
The TV screen in the Principal’s office monitors all areas in the front half of the school. The TV 
screen in the Staff Room monitors the areas on all sides around the staff room. This has improved 
student behaviour around the school and has added an essential layer of safety and security during 
and after school hours.   
 
New furniture: The new desks and chairs towards which we donated £10K are being used as 
needed from the stores. The Principal has bought separate seats and backs for old chairs. These 
are used to replace broken ones. The newer desks and chairs replace desks and chairs that are 
broken beyond repair. They are also used during examinations in the hall. The school had already 
received 500 new chairs and 670 new desks. The balance of 150 or so chairs will be delivered by 
Gurcharan Singh Gill as soon as they are ready.    
 
Lesson visits: We have now donated six laptops and 2 projectors for use in maths, science and 
other subjects. A projector is now in a fixed position in the lecture theatre and the second will be a 
fixed one in the science laboratory. As a part of my agreed programme, I visited lessons of 
mathematics and science lessons to see the use of laptops that we provided. There is a still a long 
way to go as laptops and projectors are not used enough in lessons. With the extra projector now 
provided, I hope the teachers will now have more access to the rooms with fixed projectors and that 
use of laptops will increase. We provided some mathematics resources and materials worth about 
£100 in 2017. The Education Department is also providing some support in maths and science as a 
part of the STEM programme. We hope that standards in mathematics and science will now 
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improve. The Woodwork and Metalwork workshops are now operational and well used. Art and 
Design is another popular subject that students are opting to study.  
 
As far as examination results were concerned, the trend over the last three years was consistent 
improvement in English and stable in Physics, Computer Studies and Arabic. The trends in 
mathematics, chemistry, biology, business studies and metal work were low and inconsistent. The 
trends in the Humanities were fairly stable.  
 
Economic aspects of the school and pupils: The annual tuition fees of KSh. 9374/- per year are 
now fully paid by the government for all students. Parents now have to pay only for the mid-day 
meals, which come to KSh 16,466/- per annum. Many of the pupils come from very poor 
backgrounds and are not able to pay their lunch fees. Some had built up debts from previous years. 
We were able to pay off the outstanding dues of 14 of these pupils and their lunch fees for 2020. 
The total amount came to K Sh. 358,155/- which we paid by cheque to the school.  
 
I had a meeting with Mrs Katola, Mrs Wanjohi and Mrs Shivere, members of the guidance and 
counselling committee who make decisions about which students qualify for support. It was clear 
that more precise criteria were needed to enable parents and guardians to apply for support with 
lunch fees. It was agreed that the committee would draft new criteria and application forms and 
send them to us for our views and suggestions.  
 
Meeting with the needy students and their parents:  The school organised a meeting with the 
parents of Needy Students. They were all full of appreciation and praise for the work that ESS 
Alumni had done for the Needy Students and for the school.  
 
Presentation: The Principal Mr Peter Manundu and the Vice Principal Mr Lumumba together with 
three governors were present when I made the presentation of a another Epson projector and a 
cheque for KSh. 358,155/- for the Needy Students to the governors on 26th September 2019.   
 
Meeting with Nairobi Ex-ESS colleagues: One of our alumni, Ashwin Patel organised a Dinner 
meeting at the Clay Oven to meet Peter Kinyanjui, the Chair of a local Eastleigh Old Boys 
Association as well as other alumni. Others present included Bachu Patel, Ashwin Patel, Jaswant 
Babra, Gurcharan Gill and Ashwin Shah. We talked about the school and how we had helped in our 
roles as the alumni. And then explored what we needed to do in future to support the school and the 
students. It was felt by the Asian members that they needed to be replaced by younger more 
committed African alumni. It was also agreed that Ashwin and Peter would meet to discuss the 
respective Constitutions of ESS Alumni Kenya and Eastleigh Old Boys Association. The one which 
was closer to the needs of the school would be adopted and the two organisations would merge into 
one single alumni group of Eastleigh High School in Kenya.  
 
I also met with Nazir Lone, Pramod Shah, Vijedi Muhando Wicks, Dennis Ndalo, Peter Kinyanjui 
and Victor Bwibo on different occasions. It was good to meet them and to exchange ideas and 
suggestions for the future.  
 
In conclusion a lot more needs to be done and we hope that the new group of alumni members will 
take up the challenge.  
 
Jayant Tanna         
Chairman, ESS Alumni 
 
8th October 2019 
 
 
 


